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TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
IN MEMORY OF TRANS VICTIMS OF HATE CRIME 

SET FOR SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20th 
 

Illinois Gender Advocates is sponsoring a candlelight vigil scheduled to begin at 5 P.M. 
on the evening of Saturday, November 20th, 2004, to honor the memory of the 
transgender and gender variant men and women throughout the world, as well as a man 
who came to their aid, who were killed during the preceding year on account of their 
gender expression.  The vigil will be held in the atrium at Sidetrack, a bar located at 3349 
North Halsted, Chicago and will last approximately one hour.  A reception will 
immediately follow the vigil. 
 
The Day of Remembrance vigil is held in dozens of cities throughout the world in 
memory of those killed due to anti-transgender hate or prejudice.  The vigil began in 
1999 in memory of a Boston trans-woman, Rita Hester, who was brutally stabbed to 
death.  The annual observance was organized by Gwendolyn Ann Smith, a west-coast 
transgender activitist who maintains the Remembering Our Dead website 
(www.gender.org/remember). 
 
Transgendered and gender variant individuals seem particularly vulnerable to hate crime.  
In the period from November 2003 to the present, 13 Americans were murdered on 
account of gender expression—twelve transgendered individuals and a 17 year old man 
named Darryl Fearon who intervened when a transgendered woman was attacked in New 
York.  A total of 21 such murders occurred worldwide during this time.  Of course, these 
figures only represent the cases that have been reported by the media.  It is generally 
believed that countless other transgender murders have occurred, but have simply been 
ignored.  These murders tend to be extremely violent and are frequently characterized by 
the “overkill” of multiple gunshot or stab wounds that are often associated with hate 
crimes. 
 
IGA’s Day of Remembrance vigil includes several prominent speakers from the City and 
from the LGBT community.  Our keynote speaker is Clarence Woods, Chair of the 
Chicago Commission on Human Relations and the minister is the Rev. Karen Hutt (Co-
Pastor, Church of the Open Door).  Bill Greaves, the City’s GLBT Community Liason, 
Rick Garcia, Political Director of Equality Illinois and Lisa Tonna, Anti-Violence Project 
Mgr. for the Center on Halsted are our other featured speakers. 
 
Everyone concerned about the level of violence perpetrated against the LGBT 
community is welcome and encouraged to attend.



6th Annual Transgender 

DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
CANDLELIGHT VIGIL 

In Memory of Trans Victims of Hate Crime 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20th 

At SIDETRACK 
3349 North Halsted, Chicago 

 

FEATURED SPEAKERS 
Clarence N. Wood, Chair 

City of Chicago Commission on Human Relations 
 

Rev. Karen Hutt, Co-Pastor, Church of the Open Door 
A United Church of Christ/Unitarian Universalist congregation 

serving the lgbt community on the southside of Chicago. 
 

Rick Garcia, Political Director, Equality Illinois 
 

Bill Greaves, Director/Community Liason 
Advisory Council on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Issues 

City of Chicago Commission on Human Relations 
 

Lisa Tonna, Anti-Violence Project Manager, 
Center on Halsted 

 

Diana Williamson, Chair, Illinois Gender Advocates 
 

Stevie D. Conlon, Vice Chair, Illinois Gender Advocates 
 

Event begins promptly at 5 PM 
Reception at SIDETRACK immediately after. 
SPONSORED BY Illinois Gender Advocates  

 
www.genderadvocates.org



 
 

NAMES OF AMERICAN VICTIMS 
OF TRANSGENDER HATE CRIME 
YEAR ENDED NOVEMBER, 2004 

 
 
Reshae McCauley  Largo, FL  Upper body trauma 12/7/03 
 
Pedro Cruz Ramos San Juan, PR Shot to death  1/4/04 
 
Precious Armani  Atlanta, GA Shot in the head  2/29/04 
 
Mickey Ward-El 
Smith  (age 19)  Washington, DC Shot multiple times 3/3/04 
 
Augusto Flores Munoz San Juan, PR Shot to death  4/16/04 
 
Cedric Thomas  Baton Rouge, LA Shot multiple times 6/05/04 
 
Darryl Fearon  New York, NY Stabbed to death  7/16/04 
(age 17) Victim had come to the aid of three transgender individuals who 
were being harassed. 
 
Tony “Delicious” 
Green   San Francisco, CA Beaten to death  8/13/04 
 
Rivera Rene  Grand Rapids, MI Throat cut   8/14/04 
 
Joel Robles   Fresno, CA    Stabbed to death 8/15/04 
 
Bella Martinez  Los Angeles, CA   Shot to death  8/28/04 
 
Divas B   Manitoba, Canada  Beaten to death  11/3/04 
 
Unknown Transsexual  Long Beach, CA    Beaten to death    11/6/04 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


